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Science Gallery London is part of an 
international hub of eight galleries 
seeking to reinvent the relationships 
between academia and the 
community, where Art and Science 
collide. 

The gallery allows artists to work and 
learn from scientists, and scientists 
to learn through them. Part of King’s 
College London, the free to visit space 
targets a key audience of local 15-25-
year olds, and is staffed by mediators 
who study at the University.  

The Gallery’s home in Grade II* listed 
Boland House represents a significant 
new addition to the cultural landscape 
of London. 

The project programme, incorporating 
relocation projects, stretched over 
an 8-year period with construction 
taking three years, five phases and 
four different Contractors, all on the 
live campus. The project delivers 
many things to the public and to the 
college but none of these could be 
described as core curriculum activities 
for a University, so budgets were tight 
and had to be deployed carefully.  
The capital project was generously 
supported by major funders including 
Wellcome Trust and Guy’s and St 
Thomas’ Charity.  

The gallery is free to enter and offers 
a range of spaces all fully accessible 
to the general public including a 
theatre, café and studio spaces.

Location: London, UK
Scope: Refurbishment
Brief: Gallery Space, Foyer Space, 
Theatre, Cafe, Public Square
Floor area (GIA): 3168 sq m 
Sustainability: BREEAM Very Good
Completion date: September 2018

Project Team:
Architect: LTS Architects
Structural Engineer: WSP
M&E Engineer: WSP
QS: Turner & Townsend
PM: Lendlease (design & tender), 
GSCI (construction)
Contractor: Interserve Paragon
Landscape: LDA Design
Lighting: ARUP Lighting
Theatre design: ARUP
Heritage: Alan Baxter Associates
Planning: Deloitte Planning Services
Acoustics: Hann Tucker
Building Control: MLM
CDM: Turner & Townsend 
Fire: ARUP
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Above - Guys Courtyard by Night ©  Peter Landers
Right -  Great Maze Pond View Toward Lift Tower  ©  Peter Landers



Awards:

Winner: 
AJ Architecture Award, Refurb, 2019 

Shortlisted:
London RIBA Regional Awards, 
Shortlisted, 2020
Civic Trust Awards, 2020
Building awards, Refurbishment Project of 
the Year, 2019
AJ Retrofit Awards, Cultural and Listed 
Building Category, 2019
NLA New London Awards, Culture Category, 
2019

As the site of the 18th century Guy’s 
Hospital, the decision to refurbish 
rather than demolish was a key brief 
requirement when considering the 
interventions on the Grade II* Listed 
Boland House. The resulting design was 
the product of a deep understanding 
of the site and extensive consultation 
with King’s, Southwark Council and the 
public through a series of early stage 
workshops. Although listed, the existing 
building is a 1950s facsimile of that lost 
during the War, helping the LPA accept 

a more flexible approach outside of the 
Georgian courtyard facing elevations, 
aiding the creation of a more legible 
building. The orientation of the building’s 
entrance is fundamentally changed, 
from an inward-looking curiosity to an 
accessible, outward facing institution 
with a civic purpose. In contrast to the 
widespread privatisation of public space, 
the Georgian courtyard – once a car 
park – was established for the first time 
in its history as a fully public square with 
level access.

The conclusion is a refurbishment that 
proposes a combination of significant 
external interventions and light touch 
internal upgrades. Over 85% of the 
building is reused and a fabric first 
approach adopted, significantly reducing 
the energy demands and therefore the 
building’s emissions. All existing walls, 
windows and floors were retained, with 
only internal partitions, toilets and specific 
sections of floor slab removed to allow for 
light, air and people to circulate through a 
new atrium.  

3 Main Entrance & Atrium  © Peter Landers
4 First Floor Exhibition Space  © Peter Landers
5 Ground Floor Public Café © Peter Landers
6 Exterior Façade, Great Maze Pond © Peter 
Landers
7 Guys Courtyard by Day © Peter Landers
8 View Down Great Maze Pond  © Peter Landers
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“Working with LTS Architects has felt 
like a true partnership. A year after we 
first opened we continue to collaborate 
on a range of projects to ensure the 
visitor experience is of the highest 
standard and our connection with our 
local communities is front and centre” 
Tim Henbrey, Associate Director 
Operations at Science Gallery London

85
percentage of existing 
building retained and 
reused in refurbishment
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Construction cost: £13m
Sustainability: BREEAM Very Good
Status: Complete
Completion date: September, 2018

Top - Guys Courtyard by Day © Peter Landers
Bottom - View Down Great Maze Pond  © Peter 
Landers

Page below:
Great Maze Pond Lift Tower © Peter Landers

“King’s Science Gallery London 
represents a new vision for the role of 
the university in the 21st century. It will 
take critical new research on urgent 
issues beyond the university walls and 
bring them to life through science and 
art. Science Gallery London will see 
new collaborations between artists 
and scientists challenge the status 
quo and capture the imagination of 
King’s local communities, students 
across the capital and visitors young 
and old.” 
Professor Edward Byrne, President & 
Principal of King’s College London

The retrofit focussed on reducing 
embodied carbon through the 
specification and installation of non-
virgin materials, for example 100% 
recycled Fermacell board was used in 
all new internal partitions in replacement 
of plasterboard.  Where recycled or 
renewable materials could not be 
specified the reduction in carbon was 
achieved by paring back construction 
to the minimum required to achieve the 
performance of the space, for example 
services were left exposed with no 
ceilings.  The project was designed to 
achieve 37.5 kg CO2/m2 per year, which 
took account of the fact that the building 
was listed and there were therefore 
limitations to the proposed upgrade. 

The internal array of spaces is 
completely re-imagined creating flexible, 
reconfigurable gallery space, forming a 
clean platform to accommodate a wide 
range of unpredictable events.  

A ceiling fed servicing philosophy similar 
to stage sets means the spaces are 
interchangeable – shop to café, gallery 
to workshops, theatre to dance studio or 
lecture theatre. This flexibility makes it 
possible for the Gallery to pull together 
three original shows a year on limited 
budgets.

Externally, the design opens up the 
building, positioning the main entrance 
within the streetscape, rather than 
inside the courtyard and carving 
out a large glazed opening from the 
masonry façade to act as a ‘shop 
front’ revealing the exhibitions and 
activities within. A long cast stone seat 
wall draws visitors into the Gallery 
from the north and completes the 
Portland Stone plinth of the building. 
The goods lift tower, fundamental 
to the workings of the gallery, is 
placed within the street, cloaked with 
dynamically edge lit lasered glass 
panels.




