
Centre Building
London School of Economics and 
Political Science

RSHP’s design for the LSE is inspired 
by the university’s core values 
of Collaboration, Excellence and 
Innovation. 

The brief called for world-class 
architecture to match the LSE’s 
international academic reputation 
RSHP has gone further by designing 
a new public square located at the 
heart of the university, creating a 
new focal point for the school and 
improving connectivity and wayfinding 
throughout the campus. Innovative 
and inspirational spaces are created 
by simple, flexible floor plans that 
provide a mixture of cellular and open 
plan offices, teaching spaces and 
student study areas. 

Public and student facilities are 
accommodated between the lower 
ground and second floor connected 
by a single sculptural staircase which 
rises within a three storey atrium. 

This provides a dramatic and flowing 
circulation route between the floors 
with informal break out spaces, to 
encourage students to come together 
to explore, debate and innovate. 

Above the second floor, academic 
departments are housed on 
flexible floor plates connected by a 
meandering “collaborative” stair that 
rises in a series of double height 
voids across the façade, informally 
connecting otherwise independent 
faculties to encourage collaboration 
and dialogue. 

The BREEAM Outstanding building 
is designed to be simple and robust, 
combining the best elements of 
passive design with innovative MEP 
plant and controls, making it easy 
for users to adapt their individual 
environment, but also easy for 
maintenance staff to operate. 

Location: London, UK
Scope: New build
Brief: Student Commons, Study & 
Collaboration areas, cafe, Seminar 
rooms, lecture theatres, departmental 
and research accomodation and 
Alumni Centre.

Floor area (GIA): 15,500 sq m 
Sustainability: BREEAM 
Outstanding
Completion date: Summer 2019

Project Team
Client: LSE Estates
Architect: RSHP 
Structural Engineer: AKT2
M&E Engineer: ChapmanBDSP
Landscape Architect: Gillespies
QS: Deloitte
Contractor: MACE
Project Manager: LSE Estates
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Above - Student Commons adressing Houghton Street
Right - New Public Square at heart of campus

Page below:
Top left - Meandering Staircase connects all Academic Departments
Lower left -  Informal Student Study Spaces connected by atrium staircase
Lower right - New Public Square
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Awards:

2021 RIBA National Award Winner 
2021 RIBA London Award Winner
2021 Civic Trust Award Winner
2020 AJ Architectural Award Finalist- Higher 
Education
2020 Regional Finalist - Civic Trust Awards
2020 Regional Finalist - RIBA Awards
2020 BREEAM Award winner - Public Sector 
Project – Post Construction Award
2020 Winner Client of the Year LSE - Education 
Estates Awards
2020 Winner Social Infrastructure Project of 
the Year - British Construction Industry Awards 
(BCIA)
2020 Highly Commended Project of the Year - 
Education Estates Awards
2020 Highly Commended - Structural Steel 
Design Awards
2020 The Guardian University Awards’ Finalist 
- Buildings that inspire category
2020 Planning Awards’ Finalist - Award for 
Design Excellence

The Centre Building project was won by 
RIBA competition in 2013 and presented 
RSHP with an opportunity to design 
a building to reflect the values of LSE. 
The project has delivered their brief 
aspirations by exceeding the BREEAM 
Excellent target to achieve “Outstanding”, 
delivering innovative and inspirational 
teaching spaces including a new 
prototype ‘LSE style’ lecture theatre, 
and providing departmental space to 
encourage collaboration and dialogue 
between departments. 

RSHP’s proposals also created a 
substantial new public square to improve 
wayfinding and connectivity and create a 
much-needed focal point at the heart of 
the LSE campus.

Teaching facilities and informal student 
learning and breakout spaces are 
accommodated between the lower 
ground and second floor, connected by a 
single sculptural “academic stair” which 
rises in a three-storey atrium terminating 
at a landscaped student terrace.

Above the second floor, academic 
departments are housed on flexible 
floor plates that provide a mixture of 
interchangeable cellular and open 
plan offices. These are connected 
by a meandering “collaborative” stair, 
rising in a series of double height voids 
designed to encourage interdepartmental 
collaboration and dialogue and which are 
expressed on the façade.

To accommodate the public square 
the buildings massing needed to 
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“Spacious, vivacious and artistic - the 
Centre Building has added a real sense 
of wonder and possibility to campus 
life. From its transparent and accessible 
design, to its stunning panoramic views 
of the metropolis, the Centre Building 
embodies the LSE experience: dynamic, 
diverse and full of inspiration. If you feel 
open, if you feel accessible, that will be 
reflected in the way you think and the 
way you apply pen to paper as well- you 
can’t put a value on this’.” 

Zulum Elumogo – General Secretary 
of the LSE Students’ Union

‘This building is unique in it’s openness 
and the amount of interaction that creates 
between not just faculty and students but 
also professional services staff. For us as 
a university it gives the impression of the 
joined up conversations that do happen 
at the LSE’

Dr Zoe Adams- Student Marketing 
and Recruitment LSE

‘It’s so vibrant, it’s so open. One thing 
most students love about this building 
is so much natural light comes in 
which makes a huge amount of 
difference when your studying for 
hours on end. Just being able to look 
outside and see people and what’s 
going on motivates you and reminds 
you that you’re not alone’

LSE Student

35%
reduction in embodied carbon 7
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Construction cost: £78.0m
Overall cost: £125.0m
Sustainability: BREEAM Outstanding
Status: Complete
Completion date: May 2019

Top - Atrium Staircase connects all teaching Areas
Bottom -Prototype LSE Style Lecture Theatre

Page below:
Collaborative staircase voids illuminated at night

maximize the height constraints of the 
site – by going higher than the brief had 
assumed, comprising of 6 and 13-storey 
interlocking volumes which relate to the 
height of the neighbouring buildings. The 
façade of each responds to the existing 
fabric, changing in grain and materiality 
to recognise the different spatial qualities 
of Houghton Street and the setting of the 
new square. 

The restricted nature of the site at the 
heart of a pedestrian campus made 
construction logistically complex. In 
response prefabrication was used 
wherever possible, evident in the steel 
superstructure and precast hollow core 
planks that form the structural frame. 
Composed of standard section columns 
and beams bolted together on site, 
expressed internally to give it a distinct 
appearance. The external cross bracing 
provides lateral stability to the system 
and is comprised of standard steel hollow 
sections spanning two storeys connected 
at all intersections via a bolted plate 
system in a cruciform arrangement.

The project developed throughout a 
period of challenging economic times, 
initially procured in a very inflated market, 
followed by the Brexit referendum, 
the result of which added millions to 
package costs overnight as Sterling fell. 
These factors required many rounds of 
robust value engineering undertaken 
collaboratively with LSE and Mace to 
ensure that the scheme remained viable 
and retained its vision and quality. 

Embracing sustainable design 
principles from the offset the BREEAM 
Outstanding (88.9%) building provides 
good daylighting throughout and natural 
ventilation to over 70% of the interior. 
The building’s embodied carbon was 
reduced through design and material 
selection by 30%, it harvests rainwater 
and utilises a biomass boiler and PVs. 
The internal workspaces are designed to 
enhance wellbeing with terraces for staff 
and students providing both recreational 
space and increased biodiversity.
Construction began in January 2017 and 
was completed in May 2019, opening 
formally to students in September 2019.



“This building delivers on the two key 
tenets of our estates strategy, creating 
a world class estate and a university 
quarter in this part of London. The 
Centre Building, with its emphasis 
on sustainability, community and 
collaboration, has created an inspiring 
academic environment within which 
to work and study that will enhance 
the campus experience for our students, 
staff, alumni and visitors.” 

Julian Robinson   
LSE Director of Estates


