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Smart means breaking out of the Cartesian box
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Transdisciplinarity is larger than its 
components



What are the components that need 

to be taught so that people learn 

how to synthesise in the new world?



A transdisciplinary learning experience
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Transdisciplinary activity



PEARL Vision and Objective

Vision

• PEARL’s vision is to create a better world for a future in which people and the environment can thrive 

together in a mutually beneficial, safe, equitable and healthy way. We aim to improve the quality of life, 

health and wellbeing of all within the context of a more sustainable environment. We see this as a world 

in which people and environment come together. 

Objective

• PEARL challenges all frontiers and our endeavour is driven by the exploration of new ideas which 

contribute to the creation of a better world. We bring to the challenge whatever qualities it needs, 

whether multidisciplinary, multinational, multicultural or multifunctional. We believe in looking at the 

issue first, before determining what particular combination of scientific, artistic, engineering, 

humanitarian, or philosophical approaches might be needed to understand it. 



Structure

• Distinctions blurred

• Working together

• Equal inputs

• Centred around people and 
environment

• Challenge for formal structures

• Some people find it difficult!



Design for Transdisciplinarity

• Open feel

• 3-walled rooms

• Tables for 60º interactions

• Plants 

• “People space” not “work 
space”

• Choice
• Seating

• Space



Narrative

• Telling a story of bringing ideas 
together

• Something to remember …

• Something to ignore …

• But not to forget…

• Hints at core principles for the 
facility:
• Problem-based

• Transdisciplinarity

• Transformation

• Integration



Narrative

• Systrophe
• Crowds

• Dynamic – murmuration

• Ideas – coming together
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Transdisciplinarity in Education

• Needs to be the core philosophy

• Needs a functional infrastructure that works for transdisciplinarity

• Can be designed into a facility – but the philosophy needs to be 
natural and embedded

• Not just the nature of the work but the manner in which it is done

• Requires a humility that might sometimes be difficult to find

• Open for people to interpret how to see their own perspectives

• Open for people to talk – especially informally and casually



PEARL

Thanks!


